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The Cultural Migration of a Musical Idiom: Race, Class, and Gender in the 
Ragtime Culture of Millennial Budapest 

 
 
Shortly after its rise and American popularity, ragtime became a craze in Europe.  By 

1896, when the Millennial Exhibitions opened in Budapest, ragtime had already 

conquered the city's music halls and variety theaters.  This talk examines the American 

upsurge of ragtime culture, the transcultural implications of performance practices, 

and their role in building racialized, gendered, and classed identities in a paradoxically 

nationalist as well as cosmopolitan East-Central-European urban setting.   


